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SUBJECT: DOMESTIC CONCERNS OF SINGAPORE GOVERNMENT 

1 . FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF AN AIRGRAM BEING SENT TO THE 
DEPARTMENT ON THE PRESENT DOMESTIC POLITICAL CONCERNS OF THE 
SINGAPORE GOVERNMENT AND ITS PLANS FOR THE NEXT DECADE. 

2. AN USUSUALLY DETAILED PICTURE OF THE PRESENT DOMESTIC 
CONCERNS OF THE SINGAPORE GOVERNMENT IS EMERGING FROM A 
SERIES OF RECENT SPEECHES BY GOVERNMENT LEADERS AND HIGH- 
LEVEL INTRAMURAL DISCUSSIONS AMONG THE LEADERSHIP. HAVING COPED 
WITH THE PROBLEMS OF THE SIXTIES, PRINCIPALLY THE ESTABLISH 

MENT OF THE FOUNDATIONS OF AN INDEPENDENT STATE FOLLOWING 
EXPULSION FROM MALAYSIA. AND HAVING SUCCESSFULLY MET THE TEM- 
PORARY SET-BACK OF THE WORLD ECONOMIC RECESSION OF THE MID- 
SEVENTIES, LEE KUAN YEW'S ADMINISTRATION IS NOW BEGINNING TO 
ASSESS ITS POSITION AND CHART ITS COURSE FOR THE EIGHTIES. 

3. THE FIRST AREA OF CONCERN COMES UNDER THE GENERAL RUBRIC 
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OF "QUALITY OF LIFE," A SUBJECT THE PRIME MINISTER HAS PER 
SONALLY DIRECTED HIS CABINET TO STUDY. THIS INCLUDES MAKING 
THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT MORE ATTRATIVE-CONTINUING THE 
GREENING OF SINGAPORE, REPLACING THE FEW REMAINING SLUMS, 
CONTROLLING TRAFFIC POLLUTION, ETC.-AND ALSO FOSTERING 
CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT. 
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4. THE LEADERSHIP IS EQUALLY CONCERNED WITH DEVELOPING A 
COMMUNITY SPIRIT AMONG SINGAPORE RESIDENTS. SINGAPORE HIS- 
TORICALLY HAS BEEN A SOCIETY OF IMMIGRANTS WHO CAME TO MAKE 
THEIR FORTUNE WITH THE INTENTION IN MANY CASES OF EVENTUALLY 
RETURNING WHENCE THEY CAME. IN ADDITION, THE REMARKABLE 
ECONOMIC GROWTH OF THE PAST TEN TO TWELVE YEARS HAS CONTRI 
BUTED TO WHAT MANY SINGAPOREANS ARE BEGINNING TO SEE AS A 
ROOTLESS, BRASHLY COMMERCIAL URBAN ENVIRONMENT WITH THE ATTEN- 
DANT PROBLEMS OF SOCIAL ISOLATION, SUICIDE, DRUG ADDICTION, 

AND CRIME. ALTHOUGH THE GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN QUITE SUCCESSFUL 
IN CURBING THE OUTWARD MANIFESTATIONS OF THESE URBAN ILLS, 

THE LEADERSHIP SEES AN INCREASING NEED TO DEVELOP POSITIVE 
PROGRAMS TO INSTILL COMMUNITY SPIRIT AND NATIONAL IDENTITY 
AND LOYALTY. 

5. GOVERNMENT LEADERS ALSO SEE THE QUESTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
AS BEING PART OF THE CONCERN WITH THE QUALITY OF LIFE. SINGAPORE 
ALREADY HAS BEEN MARKEDLY SUCCESSFUL IN MEETING THE BASIC 
HUMAN NEEDS OF ITS PEOPLE. IN RECENT MONTHS THE LEE ADMINISTRA 
TION HAS DEMONSTRATED A DESIRE TO L IB ERALIZE POLITICAL DIS- 
CUSSION AND THE LIMITS OF PRESS FREEDOM, WITHOUT, HOWEVER, 

LETTING DOWN ITS GUARD AGAINST WHAT IT SEES AS THE CONTINUED 
THREAT OF EXTERNALLY SUPPORTED COMMUNIST SUBVERSION. 

6. A SECOND AREA TO WHICH THE GOVERNMENT LEADERSHIP IS 
DEVOTING PRIMARY ATTENTION IS THAT OF LINKS BETWEEN THE 
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GOVERNMENT AND THE PEOPLE. IN AN ORGANIZATIONAL SENSE THIS 
IS BEING DONE THROUGH THE REVITALIZATION OF THE PEOPLE'S 
ASSOCIATION AND THE COMMUNITY CENTERS, AND THROUGH THE ESTAB- 
LISHMENT OF RESIDENTS' COMMITTEES AT HOUSING ESTATES (SEE 
SINGAPORE A-36). THE CLOSE AND COMPLEX RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE 
GOVERNMENT, THE PEOPLE'S ACTION PARTY, AND THE NATIONAL TRADES 
UNION CONGRESS IS ALSO RECEIVING ATTENTION. 

7. AN ESSENTIAL ELEMENT IN BOTH OF THESE ENDEAVORS-ENCOURAG- 
ING COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT AND THE PEOPLE AND 
DEVELOPING A SENSE OF COMMUNITY AND NATIONAL LOYALTY— IS THE 
MATTER OF LANGUAGE. THE LANGUAGE ISSUE HAS BECOME THE MOST 
WIDELY DEBATED TOPIC OF THE YEAR IN SINGAPORE, WITH THE PRIME 
MINISTER HIMSELF PARTICIPATING IN HOURS OF TELEVISED PRIME-TIME 
DISCUSSION. TWO ASPECTS ARE ENCOMPASSED: THE CONSOLIDATION OF 
ENGLISH AS THE WORKING AND LINKING LANGUAGE OF SINGAPORE, AND 
THE RETENTION OF THE "MOTHER TONGUE" AS THE LANGUAGE OF CULTURE 
AND VALUES. A PARTICULAR FOCUS OF THE PRESENT DISCUSSION 

IS THE ROLE OF MANDARIN IN SINGAPORE, WITH GOVERNMENT POLICY 
BEING TO ESTABLISH MANDARIN AS THE COMMON LANGUAGE OF THE 
75 PERCENT OF THE SINGAPORE POPULATION WHO ARE ETHNIC CHINESE 
DESPITE THE FACT THAT IT IS ACTUALLY THE MOTHER TONGUE FOR VERY 
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FEW OF THEM. 

8. A THIRD FOCUS OF ATTENTION FOR THE SINGAPORE LEADERSHIP 
IS THE QUESTION OF POLITICAL SUCCESSION. THE PRESENT TRADER SHIP. 
FORGED IN THE BATTLE AGAINST ITS ERSTWHILE ANTI-COLONIAL 
COMMUNIST COLLEAGUES AND THE STRUGGLE TO ESTABLISH A VIABLE 
STATE, SHARES A SENSE OF PURPOSE AND HARDNESS OF WILL WHICH 
IT FEARS MAY BE LACKING IN THOSE WHO HAVE MATURED IN THE 
EASIER ENVIRONMENT IT HAS CREATED. THE PERCEIVED SUSCEPTI- 
BILITY OF THE YOUNGER GENERATION, WHOSE MOST PROMISING MEMBERS 
ARE ENGLISH-EDUCATED, TO THE LIBERTARIAN AND DECADENT ASPECTS 
OF WESTERN CULTURE IS ALSO A MATTER OF CONCERN. THERE HAS 
BEEN CONSIDERABLE EMPHASIS IN RECENT SEMINARS AND YOUTH LEADER- 
SHIP COURSES ON THE "ASIAN VALUES" OF HARD WORK, THRIFT, AND 
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EFFICIENCY. INCULCATING SUCH VALUES, HOWEVER, MAY PROVE 
LESS DIFFICULT THAN FOSTERING CREATIVE AND TOUGH-MINDED SECOND 
GENERATION POLITICAL LEADERSHIP. 

INGRAHAM 
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